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Executive Summary

The purpose of the L.I.F.E. Benchmarking Report is to provide a
comprehensive, critical view of Fond du Lac County by examining
several data points across a variety of togjaemographics,

economy, education, health and wellness, and quality ot/lifeth
an ultimate goal of arming community organizations with the data
they need to advance community growth.

C2yY R Rdz [ dethographi¢siake@Banging.

The residents of Fond du Lac County do not look the same as they did even six years
ago, and these trends are expected to continue. The population is aging substantially,
resulting in challenges such as workforce shortages. Additionally, there was a small
but noticeable increase in racial and ethnic diversity, particularly in the younger
population and Hispanic/Latinx populations. Finally, the veteran population in Fond

du Lac County has decreased.

There is great room foeconomic improvement.

C2yR Rdz [0 /2dzyiéeQa SO2y2Yeé& Kla asSSy az2vys
not differentiated itself from the pack economically. Notable trends include a stable

cost of living and a decrease in childhood poverty. However, the County requires

increases in childcare options, particularly as residents return to the workforce post
COVID, and low access to food may still be a concern.

Generally, access to healthcare providers improved, but
health indicators did not.
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decreased; the number of residents to mental health providers decreased from

1,184 to 700 per provider. however, the ratio of residents to primary care providers

increased. There were increases in rates/incidences of many health indicators,

including diabetes prevalence, disability, poor mental health days, and suicide rates.



Meet the Partners

ENVISION
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2\ Fond du Lac Area
N FOUNDATION

Fond du Lac Area United Way, Inc.

Envision Greater Fond du Lac brings stakeholders
together to pursue opportunities that improve
economic vibrancy, strengthen community identity,
and invest in the next generation. The organization
offers programming and services related to agri
business, business attraction and expansion, business
intelligence, chamber membership, economic
development, entrepreneurship, and more.

The Fond du Lac Area Foundation is a community
foundation that supports efforts to enhance the

quality of life in the Fond du Lac area. The Foundation
Is a 501 (c)3 organization which aims to create a better
community by promoting philanthropy, awarding
effective grants, and providing leadership on important
community issues. The Foundation not only supports
the needs of the community, but also seeks to
enhance its strengths.

The Fond du Lac Area United Way unites individuals
and organizations in teamwork that foster the health,
education, and financial stability of the community.
The Fond du Lac Area United Way does this by
transforming the community through collaborative
partnerships to create an environment where
everyone has the opportunity to reach their full
potential. Their partnerships demonstrate the best of
what is possible when people come together and Live
United.



Methodology

O Indicator Selection

A collaborative effort between the three partners identified categories and
indicators that have the ability to best paint a picture of Fond du Lac County as a
whole. The indicators are meant to provide insight and inspire action to advance
the community. They also help measure community progress over time.

Comparative Gounties

Comparative counties were selected in 2017 and were selected based on similar
composition, lifestyles, and hobbies. All counties are their own MSA (metropolitan
or micropolitan statistical area). Counties that passed statistical tests for

similarities to Fond du Lac County were selected as finalists. The state of Wisconsin
and the United States are also considered as kaiggde comparisons.

Data Gollection

The data is sourced from providers and sources that compare as many of the areas
as possible. However, sometimes, the data sources do not provide information on
all of the comparative counties.

Data is reported across time; however, due to delays in data reporting, some of the
data was unable to be updated since the last report was published in 2018.



Demographics

The Data

Demographics are the bedrock of
understanding the community where we
live, work, and play. The data in this
section provides information on the
diversity of the community, diversity in
age, gender, race, ethnicity, and the
veteran population. This section also
contains information on the overall
population size and growth.

Why It's Importawt

Before we can understand what makes
Fond du Lac County great and how to
make improvements, we must first
understand what our community looks
like and who lives here. Demographic
information provides the foundation
upon which our community
understanding is built.




DEMOGRAPHICS
Age

Population by Age Group

Dubuque County (I1A) 19% 17% 20%
0% 0% -2% 0% +2%
Fond du Lac County (WI) 8% 18% 22%
-1% U0 -£70 70 70
Macon County (IL) 18% 17% 21%
-1% 0% -1% 0% +3%
Manitowoc County (WI) 16% 18% 24%
-1% 0% 2% +1% +3%
Sheboygan County (WI) 18% 18% 22%
-1% -1% -3% +1% +3%
Wayne County (OH) 18% 17% 20%
-1% 0% -2% 0% +3%
Wisconsin 20% 18% 21% -
-1% 0% -2% 0% +3%
United States 21% 19% 20% -
e 0% -1% +1% +4%
m19years and under  m 20 to 34 years m 35 to 49 years
m 50 to 64 years 1 65 years and over

Imsighf
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category in 2019. Below each bar, the percent change from 2013 to 2019 is showor @),

For example, in Fond du Lac County, the percent of the population who is 65+ increased 3%
from 2013 to 2019. Across all locations, the population is aging due to the size of the Baby
Boomer generation, and the median age across all locations rose at each time point (2013,
2016, 2019). As the population continues to age, we should expect to see workforce
shortages due to a substantial number of new retirees.

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 7



DEMOGRAPHICS
Gender

Wayne County (OH)

Location with the greatest

change in gender Macon County (lL)
composition (2013 to 2019) Location with the largest

In 2019, the ratio of men to women gender difference in 2019
was equal (50%/50%). In 2013, that 48% male. 52% female
composition was 49% male, 51% ’

female.

Fond du Lac County (WI)

Change in gender composition
2013-2019

From 2013 to 2019, the gender composition of
Fond du Lac County remained unchanged at 49%
male and 51% female. In 2019, this equals
50,579 males and 52,018 females.

stigh’r

Rarely will we see any substantial changes in gender ratios without significant cultural or
policy-based triggers. An example of a cultural and pefiaged trigger would be the Chinese
birth policy allowing only one child per family. This policy created a more pronounced cultural
preference for men. There are no such policies in the United States.

All of the comparative locations (except Wayne County) saw no change in their gender
composition from 2013 to 2019.

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 8



DEMOGRAPHICS
Population

Percent Population Growth (2013 to 2019)

Dubuque County (lA) 2.7%
96,982

Fond du Lac County (WI) 0.9%
102,597

Macon County (IL) -4.3%
105,528

Manitowoc County (WI) -2.4%
79,185

Sheboygan County (WI) 0.0%
115,178

Wayne County (OH) 1.2%
116,099

Wisconsin 1.5%
5,790,716

United States 4.2%
324,697,795

Note.The 2019 population is shown in bold below the location name.

stighf

Macon County saw the greatest change in population over the six year period frorn 2013
2019, a decrease of 4.3%. Interestingly, Macon County also experienced the greatest change
in their gender composition, with fewer females and more males. Macon County is

KAIKEf AIKGSR KSNB RdzS (G2 AGQa airAayAFTaolyd O
Across the Midwest, there is stagnating population growth compared to the nation. In fact,
Wisconsin only saw a 1.5% population increase from Z1®. By 2030, Fond du Lac

[ 2dzy e Qa LRLMzZ FGA2y INRBGgGK gAff 0SS 2dziLJ OS
shortage.

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 9



DEMOGRAPHICS
Race & Ethnicity

Q

Racial and Ethnic Composition

Dubuque County (I1A)
Fond du Lac County (WI)
Macon County (IL)
Manitowoc County (WI)
Sheboygan County (WI)
Wayne County (OH)

Wisconsin

United States

= White H Black or African American
H American Indian and Alaska Native m Asian

= Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander m Some Other Race

® Two or More Races H Hispanic or Latino

Imsighf

Information on the racial and ethnic composition of each location in 2019 is displayed above.
In this chart, each individual may only select one of the options to describe their
race/ethnicity. On the next page, change in diversity over time is displayed.

Fond du Lac County is one of the least diverse locations. Of all of the comparative counties,
Macon County is the most diverse (24% of the population identifies as-avhie race). The
only location with greater diversity is the United States as a nation (39%vhdaa

population).

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 10



DEMOGRAPHICS
Race & Ethnicity

Percent of Population Identifying as Racially or
Ethnically Diverse

Dubuque County (I1A) -
Fond du Lac County (WI) -
Manitowoc County (WI) -
Sheboygan County (WI) _
Wayne County (OH) .

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
2013 @ 2016 @ 2019

||/|sighf

The proportion of Fond du Lac County who identifies asrawhite race or ethnicitgrew 2%
from 20132019, from 8% in 2013 to 9% in 2016 and 10% in 2019. The greatest increase
during this time frame in a newhite race or ethnicity was in the Hispanic / Latinx population

(increased from 4.46% to 5.15%). Sheboygan County experienced the greatest increase in
racially diverse populations (+3%).

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 1



DEMOGRAPHICS

Veterans

Percent of Population Veterans and
Percent of Veterans Living in Poverty

Dubuque County

0,
9.8% 8.6%

\.\7.:%

5.9%

3.0% 4.5%
u (]

Macon County
11.4%

9.9%
‘\‘\8.:%

6.2% 7-2% 6.2%

Wayne County
8.0%
9.4% 7.0%
5.7% 5.6%

5.3%

(2013, 2016, 2019)

Fond du Lac County
10.0%

()
‘\&iu:%

5.9%
3.8% 4.2%

Manitowoc County
11.1%

()
9.5% 8.4%

59%  6.0%
4.0%

Wisconsin
9.3%

8.3%
N%

6.3% 6.6% 6.1%

Veterans

(% of Total Population)

% of Veterans in Poverty

Sheboygan County

9.7%

8.0%  7.3%

6.1% 6.8%
4.6%

United States
.0%
9:0%  5.0%

‘\NZi%

6.9% 7.1% 6.7%

stighf

All communities experienced a decline in the percent of their population who are veterans.
C2yR Rdz [ O / 2dzyi & Qa RSUCHTAWS @lAEl K2 y25/ f RF ali K
veteran population decreasing morei(®y:2 0 ® C2y R Rdz [ O [/ 2dzy (& Q.
2 A302yAAY QA 08 nodyi:® hyte 2yS t20FGA2Y &l g
poverty (Dubugue County, +2.9%). Fond du Lac County had the second greatest decline of
veterans living in poverty1.7%), less than Manitowoc County by only 0.2%.

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 12



Economy

The Data

The local economy impacts all of the
O2YYdzyAleQa NBaARSyila X pdzAAYSaasSao
Economic data helps to understand the - '
flow of money in the community. Here,
the report examines child care facilities,
the cost of living, housing and
transportation costs, poverty, income,
unemployment rates, and more.

Why It's Importawt

Economic indicators highlight the areas
Unemploymem Benef. where the community is thriving. They

App“(;au N f also understanding of how to better
f SOSNI IS 2dzNJ O2YYdzy Al e Qa
G0KS L}RLJz FdA2Yy YR F G0N (
important to understand how the local
SOz2y2Yeé AYLI OGa NBaARSYy:

-

13



FCONOMY
Child Care

Number of Licensed and Certified Child Care
Facilities for Comparative Wisconsin Counties

@® Licensed Certified

stighf

Fond du Lac County had a total of 41 childcare facilities either licensed or certified by the
State of Wisconsin Department of Children and Families in 2020. A Licensed Family Child Car:
Center provides care for between four and eight children, usually in a home. A Licensed Group
Child Care Center provides care for nine or more children, not typically located in a residence.
However, with 5,615 children in Fond du Lac County under five years of age, this comes out to
136.95 children under five per facility (if all children required outside-faonily childcare).

Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 14



FCONOMY
Cost of Living

Standardized Cost of Living in Fond du Lac County
Composite

Grocery

Housing

Utilities
Transportation

Healthcare

Miscellaneous Goods & Services

2016 @ 2019 National Standardized Cost of Living (100)

stighf

This chart demonstrates the standardized cost of living for Fond du Lac County in 2016 and
2019 (on a scale fromD00). The dashed line represents the standardized cost of living for
the United States (100.0). Fond du Lac County consistently has a cost of living significantly
lower than the country average; however, costs of healthcare, grocery, and utilities were
above the national average in 2016 and 2019. Housing and healthcare costs increased from
2016 to 2019, with all other categories experiencing a decline in the cost of living. Because
cost of living was only available for one other comparative location, no site comparisons were
made.

Source: Council for Community and Economic Research 15



FCONOMY
Household Income

Median Household Income Over Time

Dubuque County (l1A) @ 56.1

Fond du Lac County (WI) @ 56.4
Macon County (IL) @ @ 57.8
Manitowoc

County (WD) @49'6 @

Sheboygan County (WI) @ 54.4 @

Wayne

County (OH) 514

@

® & ®

45.0 47.0 49.0 51.0 53.0 55.0 57.0 59.0 61.0 63.0 65.0

Wisconsin

United States

@ 2013 2016 @ 2019

Note.Median household incomes displayed are in tens of thousands (e.g., 49.1 = $49,100).

stighf

Most locations experienced smaller increases in median household income from 2013 to
2016 and larger increases from 2016 to 2019. However, it is difficult to infer a causal
relationship as to what triggered the larger increases. Interestingly, Macon County was the
only comparative location to experience a decrease in household income from 2016 to 2019.
C2yR Rdz [FO / 2dzyieQa YSRAILY K2dzaSK2f R AyO?2
household income from 2013 to 2019, greater than the national median household increase
2F bPpIynnd ! RRAGAZ2YIFff@&Y C2YyR Rdz [ O [/ 2dzyi
national median, though the cost of living is lower.

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 16



FCONOMY
Housing Costs

Median Monthly Housing Costs

Dubuque County (1A) $801 @ @ ssss
Fond du Lac County (WI) ’ $867
M C ty (IL) AL w8
acon County @ s
Manitowoc County
ot s740 @@ s760
Sheboygan County (W) . $849
$837

Wayne County (OH) D @ s7s6

$753 $923
Wisconsin ) ‘ $959
United States 0 .

o $1,099
$1,012
$500 $600 $700 $800 $900 $1,000 $1,100 $1,200

¢ 2013 ©2016 2019

stighf

The visual above displays changes in the median monthly housing costs for each comparative
location. Of the comparative locations, Fond du Lac County has the second highest median
Y2yUKfe Kz2dzaAy3a O0z2aid obyct AY HAMPODP LG Aa
Fond du Lac County experienced little change in monthly housing costs since 2013. From 201.
to 2019, most locations had little to no change from (or even a slight decrease). However,
most locations did demonstrate some increase from 2016 to 2019.

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 17



ECONOMY
Income

Per Capita Personal Income

$60,000

$55,000 Sheboygan County (WI)
Wisconsin

Dubuque County (l1A)

$50,000 Fond du Lac County (WI)
Macon County (IL)
Manitowoc County (WI)

Wayne County (OH)
$45,000
$40,000
$35,000
2013 2016 2019
¢KS OKIFNI 620S RAaLIX I &a SIFOK t20FGA2yQa L

The top 50% of Iocatlons in 2019 are in blue and lowest 50% of locations in 2019 are in shade:
of red. Wayne County consistently had a significantly lower per capita personal income
O2YLI NBR G2 ff 20KSNJ f20F0A2yad C2yR Rdz |
AYONBIAaSR 20SN) 6KS GKNBS &SINBR S@Ifdz GSR®
income was $9,663 (+24%) from $40,286 (in 2013) to $49,949 (in 2019).

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bureau of Labor Statistics 18



ECONOMY
Income

Per Capita Personal Income Rankings

W Sheboygan
County (WI)
W Wisconsin

Dubuque
County (l1A)

Fond du Lac
County (WI)

Macon
County (IL)

Manitowoc
County (WI)

Wayne
County (OH)

The chart above displays how each comparative location ranked in terms of per capita
personal income in 2013, 2016, and 2019. The top 50% of sites are in blue and lowest 50% of
sites in shades of red. The top three rankings remained consistent, while rankingjsadhged

by the year. Wayne County consistently ranked lowest in terms of per capita personal income.
Fond du Lac County increased its ranking at each time period, ficm 5" from 2013 to

20109.

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bureau of Labor Statistics 19



FCONOMY
Low Access to Food

Percent of Population with Low Income and Low
Access to Supermarkets

Dubuque County (1A) | 5-45%
|
I
Fond du Lac County (WI) | 6.81%

! 7.37%
I
Manitowoc County (WI) 4.81% | 5.33%
I
I
Sheboygan County (WI) 2.05% |
1
I
|
I h—l’ @® 2010 2015 | State average 2010 and 2015
¢KS ol NJ OKI I 620®S RSY2yaiaN)»GdSa GKS

LISND S

is low incomeand has Iow access to supermarkets in both 2010 and 2015. The dotted line
represents the state average for each comparative location across the two years evaluated.
Fond du Lac County experienced the greatest increase in the percent of the population who is
low income and low supermarket access from 2010 to 2015. However, this particular data
source has not been updated since 2015 and may not accurately reflect the current situation.

Source: United States Department of Agriculture
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FCONOMY
Poverty

11.4% 14.5%

10.1% 12.2%

‘ ‘ 21.5% 26.5%
12.1% 14.5%

9 15.8%
Wayne County (OH) T.4% ° ‘
13.9% 20.1%
Wisconsin ‘
13.5% 18.4%
United States ‘ ‘
16.8% 22.2%

¢ 2013 #2016 2019

stighf

The chart above shows change over time in the percent of children under the age of 18 who
live in poverty for each comparative location. Most of the comparative communities showed a
RSONBIFasS Ay G(GKAa&a LISNOSyGalr3as rd SIFOK GAYS L
increased from 2013 to 2016. Two locations increased from 2016 to 2019, both of which are

in Wisconsin (Manitowoc and Sheboygan Counties). However, Fond du Lac County, as the thir
Wisconsin countyshoweda decrease over the spear time period {2.1%).

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Sui¥esr EEstimates 21



